STUDI ES   IN   PROSE
and a sickly frame made him anxious for some
fixt appointment; and he was glad to aecept
a commission of cornet in the Blues, which
some of his friends had interest enough to
procure for him. But his inclinations pointed
to a different scene. The leisure which his
duties left him was still sedulously conse-
crated to the improvement of his mind, and
he longed to employ in public life those tal-
ents he had been so careful to perfect. In
1735 this opportunity was granted him. He
was that year returned member for Old Sa-
mm, to serve in the Ninth Parliament of
Great Britain. The appearance he made there
was such as to justify all his hopes and to
awaken hopes still more glorious. His elo-
quence soon became the pride of his friends
and the terror of all that opposed him. A
fine voice and figure prepossest the hearers
in his favor, and the sentiments and opinions
which he uttered bespoke a great and noble
mind. There was in him a stern, inexpiable
contempt for meanness in whatever shape; a
fervid enthusiasm for the cause of freedom,
for the honor of his country, for all good and
worthy things; the whole tempered and ma-
tured by a strong, commanding intellect, the
force and justness of which might have
seemed scarcely compatible with so much
youthful ardor. His acquired advantages
gave full scope to those gifts of nature.
The style he employed was chaste, regular and
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